
A COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY 

  
Catholics believe that human beings are created in the image and likeness of God. That 
means that we  share a “family resemblance” with God, not so much on the physical level 
as on the spiritual level. And it is just so happens that the God whom we resemble is 
Trinitarian, meaning that God’s inherent nature is communal: Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
– one God, three Persons. God is a community of persons – a community sharing such an 
intimate relationship, that God is not three but one. Thus, since we are created in the 
image and likeness of God, we are also inherently communal. We must reflect the divine 
image when we engage in community. Catholicism, therefore, is not a “me and God” 
experience, but an experience of finding God in all people. Our commitment to 
community is so strong that not even death separates us from one another. As a 
community, we recognize that God is our Father and that we are all brothers and sisters 
with the responsibility to care for one another.  
Jesus is telling us that every fiber of our being, every facet of our lives must be 
committed to loving and serving God. This means that we must hold nothing back from 
Him because God holds nothing back from us. Furthermore, Jesus tells us that our 
commitment to Him must supersede our commitment to even our families: “If anyone 
comes to Me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and 
brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple. Whoever does 
not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple” (Lk 14:26-27). The 
commitment is the cost of discipleship. Total commitment to God means that Jesus is our 
sole authority, our guiding light, and our unerring compass. Being committed to Christ 
means being fruitful, it means being a servant. St. Paul says, “For me to live is Christ” 
(Phil 1:21).  
Our commitment to Christ and to His church is lived and expressed in four areas: Be a 
Good Steward, Share the Gifts of the Holy Spirit, Pray with the Whole Church and 
Welcome One Another. I will be writing to you about all these four areas in coming 
weeks. Let us be committed to God and to our community.    
  
Fr. James  
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


